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the Green Mountain Conservation Grou

Celebrate GM CG’s 5th Annual Meding
with NH’s‘Bear Guy’ — Ben Kil ham

Message from
the President

On Saturday, January 25, the
Green Mourtain Conservation
Groupwill cdebrateits5th
annual meding at Runrell s Hall
in Chocoruafrom 6 to 9p.m. The
evening will commencewith a
brief businessmeding and
eledion d officers, followed by
apotluck supper.

The featured speaker this year
will be noted badk bear
speadlist, Ben Kilham. Ben lives
in Lyme, NH where he has been
working with orphaned, sick and
injured bladk bear cubs for nine
yeas. SinceKilham met hisfirst
bea cub, asick yearling, he has
worked to rehabilit ate more than
31 keas.

Unlike other bear rehabilit ators
who favor minimizing human
contad, Kilham'swork is
centered onestablishing adired
bondwith ead cub. Hisunique
and successful technique has
eaned him quite areputation and
just this past March he was
fedured in National Geographic
magazine.

In his dide presentation,
Kilham will explain his processof
ading as a surrogate mother to the
cubs. He will also dispel typicd
feasthat most people harbor
abou these unique and shy

credures. Despite people’s
widespread fear that bears are
dangerous animals, in the last
century only 43 peoplein all of
North Americawere actually
killed in abladk bear attack.

During the Annual Meeting,
GMCG staff and board members
will present asynopsis of the
group’ s conservation and
educational projects and will be
on handto discussideas and
concerns members have
regarding future projects.

In 2002,GMCG partnered
with the Chocorua Lake
Asciation, Sam River
Corridor Commisgon and NH
Department of Environmental
Servicesto implement a
watershed-wide water quality
monitoring program. Maps, data
and ou fina report will be
avail able for attendees to study.
AmeriCorp Voluntee and Water
Quality Monitoring Director,
ElishaLindqust will give a
short presentation oulining this
new program and dscuss

additionsto the 2003 pogram.
The Annual Medingis open to the
pubic. The exening promisesto be an
exdting ore full of good food, and
interesting dscusson. Please bring a
favorite dish to the potluck supper. A
suggested danation o $5is
encouraged to ceebrate GMCG' s 5th

BY SUSAN SACK

In ayea in which people have turned
their attention to global terrorism,
homeland security and a precaious
eonomy, the Green Mountain
Conservation Group has continued to
“think dobally, but ad locdly.” We were
very pleased to have recaved aur first
donated conservation easement, which
will proted in perpetuity 405aaes of
forested, scenic and aquifer recharge land
off Route 113in Wonalancet, and we
continue to explore further land protedion
projeds in the OsspeeWatershed.

GMCG aso fadlitated the design and
implementation of a watershed-wide water
quality monitoring program with the
cooperation of the Saa River Corridor
Commission, UNH Cooperative
Extension, the EPA and the Department of
Environmental Services. Under the
diredion of GMCG's AmeriCorp
Voluntee ElishaLindquist, this program
will provide baseline data for long-term
analysis of water quality in the watershed.

GMCG provided suppart for the
formation of Friends of Trout Pond, an
exciting goup working with locad
voluntees and the national Trust for
Public Landsto proted nealy 2000 aaes
in Freedom and Madison.

We ae grateful to all who have
supparted our work, including our
generous members, as well as New
Hampshire Charitable Foundation,
Department of Environmental Services,
Patagonia, NH Lakes Assciation and
several anonymous family foundations.
We look forward to your continued
suppart as we a@rntinue our effortsto
proted the OsdpeeWatershed’ s vital
natural resources.
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The Watershed News

The Watershed News is a quarterly
publication of the Green Mountain
Conservation Group, a hon-profit,
501(c) 3, charitable organizaion
established in 1997and dedicated to
the preservation of the natural
resources in the OssipeeWatershed.
The towns of Effingham, Freedom,
Madison, Ossipeg Sandwich and
Tamworth make up the boundaries of
the OssipeeWatershed Protedion
Projed. This watershed includes one
of the largest and deepest stratified
drift aquifersin New Hampshire. It
covers 47 sguare miles and receves
drainage from a 330square mile aea
It isa aiticdly important resourcefor
existing and future community water
supplies.

The GMCG' s purpose istwofold:
1. To provide an organizaional
structure for a aliti on of citizens
and locd officialsinterested in
identifying sensitive aeas within the
Watershed in need of protedion;
2. To dffer public educational events
about conservation issues and
possble solutions regarding the
preservation of this unique natural
resource

Througheducation and advocacy
we strive to promote an awareness
and appredation of our natural
resources and encourage a
commitment to proted them.

Board of Directors

Susan Slack, President

Bill Piekut, Vice President
Chip Kimball, Treasurer

Don LaChance Seaetary
Claes Thelemark, Education
Coordinator

Town Representatives
Effingham, Emelyn Albert
Freedom, Bill Klotz

Madison, Dan Stepanauskus
Osdpee Greg Bossart
Sandwich, Ben Shambaugh
Tamworth, C. Scott Aspinall
Maine, Dennis Finn

Staff

Exeautive Diredor, Blair Folts
Americorp Voluntee, Elisha Lindquist

Spedal places A look back at Freadom

Editor’sNote: Spedal Placesisaregular
feature of the Watershed News, highlighting
an historical or cultural resourcewithin the
OsdpeeWatershed. GMCG continuesto
endarse the Land ard Comnunity Heritage
Investment Program, a public-private
partnership committed to conservation o
New Hampshire' s natural, cultural and
historical resources. For more information an
LCHIP, call Citizensfor NH Landand
Comrrunity Heritage at 2309729,
www.spedalplaces.org

BY ELISHA LINDQUIST

As a newcomer to New Hampshire and
the village of Freedom, it has been a great
pleasure to learn some history abou this
unique village. This opportunity camein
arecent visit with Freedom resident
Robert Fowler.

Bobwasbornin Freedomin 1910,in
the gray house onthe corner of EIm
Street and the Old Portland Road, which
was owned by his maternal grandparents.
His paternal grandparents lived just
aaossthe bridge in the house where Bob
now resides. While Bob spent the
majority of hislifein Billerica Mass.,
where hisfamily moved in 1915, le
vacdioned at his old family home every
yea. Indedad, Freedom remained such a
special placeto Bobthat he refrained
from telling people down courtry where
he vacdioned each yea. “| wanted to
keep Freedom quiet and small,” he
explained.

In Bob' syouth, Freedom was a
bustling town. In the ealy teensthere
were three general stores, three
bladksmith shops, adry goods store (now
the current locaion d the Freedom
Village Store and GMCG's office), a
hotel and Bob's family operated mill .
Bob's grandfather ran the mill on Cold
Brook for many yeasuntil hisdeahin
1928.The mill groundcornmed, made
shingles and planed boards, all by the
power of water. In fact, like many towns,
there was no electricity in placein

Freedom until the 1920s, and orly those
who were well off could afford it.

Aroundthe time that eledricity came to
Freedom, people were moving to the citieg
to find work. One by one, the general
stores and bladksmith shops closed.
Shortly after Bob's grandfather passed
away, hisfather tore down the old mill,
which was nolonger in operation. The
Grea Depression had arrived by thistime
and Bob's father was forced to consider
selling his old family home for $500.
Fortunately, however, hisfather was able
to hold ontoit.

In addition to commerce, Freedom was
also the center of attradionfor many
tourists. In fact, the townspeople were so
concerned with the number and, more
importantly, the type of people who would
visit their town, that they prevented the
Boston to Conway railway from putting a
stopover in Freedom. Instead, the railroad
made astopover in Center Osspee.
Travelers could then come to Freedom by
stageaoach. “The townspeopl e didn't want
the type of people that would be aound
therailroads’ in Freedom, acording to
Bob. Therailroad brought alot of activity
to the areg however, asit was equipped
with 18 passenger cars that would arrive
twice aday.

Growing up, Bob remembersthe
fireworks ontop of Towle's Ledge, now
known as the Cushing Corner Road. Until
the early 19005, from this vantage point
one wuld seedl theway to LoonLake
becaise 75 percent of the land then was
open farmland. It was quite a diff erent
place than it istoday.

Reflecting on his youth and the time
period in which helived, Bobsaid, “| fed
asthough | grew upin aperiod o
unwritten laws. We didn't have any laws
like today — nobod/ thought of suing
you." | can't help bu wonder what
Freedom's first settlers would think if they
could seetheir town and their country as it
existstoday.




GMCG acceptsfirst

By SUsaN SLACK

The Green Mourtain
Conservation Group entered a new
and exciting phase this yea when
we gratefully received adoretion
of a mnservation essement that
restricts development on 405aaes
of land df Route 113in
Tamworth. GMCG's programs
have focused oneducdion,
research and advocacy, but aswe
enter our fifth year, we are
extending our effortsin the aea of
land protedionto include holding
conservation easements. We
believe that these dforts
compliment the work we ae
arealy doing in advocating for the
protedion d natural resources
through land wse regulation onthe
municipal level and through the
encouragement of wise land wse
dedsions by private landowners.

The owner of the Wonalancet
property, the Wonalancet Nominee
Trust, doreted the mnservation
easement to GMCG. A
conservation easement allows the
landowner to retain ownership of
the property. The owner, in
esence grantsthe right to develop
the property to the easement
holder. In the case of a
conservation easement, the
agreement, transferred by deed and
recorded in the murty Registry of
Dedls, guarantees that the property

conservation easement

will not be developed, but will
forever maintain its current
conservation values.

The 405-acre Wonalancet
property includes 7,200fed of
frontage on Route 113and is
valued for its senic views of the
field, Mount Katherine and large
trad of forested land. In additionto
proteding thase views forever, the
easement doretion requires the land
to continue to be maintained for
sustainable forestry and wildlife
habitat, as well as protection d a
portion d the large aquifer for
which the OsgpeeWatershed is
known. GMCG's reseach, funded
through a grant from the
Department of Environmental
Services and conducted under the
supervision d Dr. Robert Newton
of Smith Coll ege, has confirmed
the importance of proteding the
forested land that al ows for the
redharge of the aquifer so that clean
grourdwater is avail able in the
future. Grourdwater protedionisa
primary focus of GMCG'sland
protedion eff orts.

The owner of the Wonalancet
property has gradously for many
yeas all owed accessto the property
for hiking. In fact, the Wonalancet
Outdoar Club has maintained the
trail known as Red Path and will
continue to doso. Forest
management of the property in the
last few years has focused onstorm
damage dean upthat was caused
by theice storm of 1998 These

eff orts have opened the summit

of Mount Katherine, which now
aff ords beautiful views of the
surroundng area. The easement
agreement ensures continued
sustainable forestry pradices on

the property in perpetuity.

GMCG is particularly excited
abou receiving this
conservation easement becaise
of its proximity to ather landin
the Wonaancet/Whiteface aea
that has high conservation
value, and we will work
cooperatively with landowners
and ahersin the future to
encourage further land
protedion effortsin this area
and throughou the Osspee
Watershed. We ae working
now to raise money for our
Stewardship Fundthat will
allow GMCG to monitor this
and aher conservation
eaementsin the futureto
ensure that the anservation
values of the properties will be
forever protected.

Conservation eassement
dorations may offer individual
property owners important
federa tax benefits, aswell as
an advantageous way to proted
family land. We encourage
interested property ownersto
consult their financia and/or
legal advisers abou these tax
benefits and to contact GMCG
for more information. Call us at
5391859.
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Conservation Conversations

Editor’s Note: Conservation Conversations

isintended to provide a forumfor the
Conservation Comnissonsin the six towns
of the OsspeeWatershed to share news of
their activities and an opportunity to find
creative solutions regarding watershed
isaues. It isthe goa of the Green Mourtain
Conservation Group to encourage the six
towns to create a strong voiceas a united
watershed commnunity.

Think Locally; Act Watershed.

Effingham
In the last few months, the
Effingham Conservation
Commisdgon hes concentrated on
preparing a parcel of conservation
land for walking trails. Theland,
located onRoute 153 abuts the
Leavitt Plantationtract in
Parsonsfield, Maine. Most of the
landis wetland and haneto
songhirds, hawks, herons, rabbits
and moose. Weasel and bobcat
tracks have dso been olserved.
Hopefully, we will be ale to make
the trails handicapped accesshble.
Future plansinclude a viewing
platform to encourage dl who use

hetrails to enjoy the wildlife.
nyone interested in this project can
cdl Henry Spencer at 539-4964.

Freedom

The Freedom Conservation
Commisgon continues to suppat the
efforts of The Friends of Trout Pond
(FTP) to protect the 1900acres of land
around Trout Pond. Thisgroup d loca

olunteers has continued to work
closely with the Trust for Public
Lands, anational nonprofit
conservation arganization to apply for

arious grants to dotain funding to
purchase this property. The groupis
exploring afederal Forest Legacy
grant, aswell asa state Land and
Community Heritage Investment
Program (LCHIP) matching gant. In
order to qualify for these various
grants, the group has prepared a forest
management plan for use of the land as|
a town forest, as well as a stewardship
plan that anticipates public acessfor
raditional recreational uses such as

hurting, fishing, snowmobhiling,
hiking and haseback riding. Friends
of Trout Pond continues to med to
hea suggestions from arearesidents
andvisitors and is working closely
with volunteers from the town of
Madison and the Madison
Conservation Commisgon.

The group hgesto answer the
questions and concerns of as many
local residents as possblein
anticipation of presenting awarrant
article at the March town medting.
For information, contad Katie Gove
of the Freedom Conservation
Commisgon.

Sandwich

The Conservation Commisson
recently performed its annual
monitoring of the 12 town-held
conservation easements. Monitoring
of the terms of the easements was
acompli shed through aaia and on-
site inspections.

Water Quality Monitoring pilot year a great success I

BY ELISHA LINDQUIST

The Green Mountain Conservation Group completed its
first year of the RIVERS (Regional Interstate VVolunteer for
the Ecosystems and Rivers of Saco) water quality
monitoring program in October. The program, which began
in May and ran on abi-weekly basis, lasted 12weeks. A
total of 13 volunteers were trained prior to the kick-off of
the program to prepare them for testing water using
scientific equipment and coll ecting water samples for
further analysis. Ten sites were selected for water quality
monitoring, all within the Osspee Watershed. There were
two sites each in Freedom, Effingham, Osspee Tamwoth
and Madison. GMCG and each of the five towns
conservation commissons jointly dedded uponthe
selection of these sites. The seledion was based upon
locations felt to be the most important for establishing
baseli ne data. Forming a partnership with Sac River

Corridor Commisgon of Cornish, Maine, in order to
combine dforts and share data, GMCG modeled its
water quality-monitoring program after that of
SRCCs. Both GMCG and SRCCtested water for pH,
dissolved oxygen, temperature, turbidity, total Kjeldahl
andtotal phosphorous. In addition, SRCCtested for E.
coli. Under the guidance of Dr. William McDowsll,
UNH professor of Water Resource M anagement,
GMCG tested for other parametersincluding silica,
cations, anions, DON, ammonium and phaphates.
UNH Cooperative Extension in Durham did the
analysis of these parameters.

SRCC has compl eted two seasons of comprehensive
water quality monitoring. That datais available onits
website at www.srcc-maine.org.

If youwould liketo learn more &ou this program
or would like to be avoluntea next season, call
GMCG.
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Watershed Birder

New program identifiesimportant bird areas

The Audulon Society of New
Hampshire has recently embarked
onanew program: the Important
Bird AreaProgram. The New
Hampshire eff ort is part of the
United States IBA Program
administered by the National
AudubonSociety, whichinturnis
part of an international effort run by
BirdLife International. To date 46
states and more than 100 countries
have IBA programs at various
stages of development. In New
Hampshire, Audubonis working
with the NH Fish and Game
Department, UNH Cooperative
Extension and the state's Partners
in Flight Working Group.

The goal of the IBA program, in
New Hampshire and worldwide, is
to identify and conserve areas that
are critical to one or more bird
speciesfor breeding, feeding,
wintering or migration. Potential
IBAs must med strict scientific
criteriato qualify, including the
presence of rare or endangered
species, significant concentrations
of birds, or rare and threatened
habitats. By designating such aress
as IBAs, the goal isto inform bath
the general puldic and state and
local decision makers abou the
value of bird conservation and
ultimately enhancethe protedion of
areas important to birds.

Despiteits gnall size, New
Hampshire hosts a diverse aray of
habitat types, and more than 250
bird species endtime in the state.
Some spedes are here during the
breeding season, others are yea-
roundresidents and others come
into New Hampshire only in

migration or winter. Habitats range
from the 18 mil es of coastline,
including sand dunes and salt
marshes, to the high mourtain pegks
with alpine and subalpine habitats.

Many of the state' s potential IBAS
are obvious, but others may be well-
kept secrets known only to afew.
Andthisiswhere the birders of New
Hampshire enter the picture. We are
ultimately the source of most of the
knowledge aou the state's birds,
whether through submission to NH
Bird Records, participation in
Christmas Bird Counts and local
field trips, or by volunteering for
Audubon o other organizations. In
the processof collecting all these
data, birders are no doubt aware of
any number of specia placesin New
Hampshire and especially in the
Osdpee Watershed that might
qualify as IBAs. If so, | encourage
you to consider nominating some of
those areas, as explained below.

In addition, there will likely be
oppatunities to help collect
additional data at potential IBAs
during the upcoming yea, and thus
help in determining which areas will
be officialy designated later on. This
program is an excell ent opportunity
to take birding to a new level: from
enjoyable pastime to avehicle to
enhance bird conservationin New
Hampshire and in the Osdpee
Watershed. The NH IBA Program
has developed a Preliminary
Nomination Form that people can
submit to recommend an areafor
review and passible identification as
an IBA. Potential IBAs may include
private or public land and shoud be
based onecological rather than
ownership boundaries. Educationa

information on the significance of a
given areafor birds will be shared
with landowners that may fall
within a potential IBA. This
includes guidance on voluntary
stewardship and conservation
options.

If youareinterested in
nominating an areaas an IBA, you
can contact the Watershed Birder
or visit the UNH Cooperative
Extension orestry and Wildlife
Resources® website
(ceinfo.unhedu/forestry/
documents’FWRhome.htm) and Hit
the Bird Areas® button.
Information on the national and
international IBA programsisaso
avail able & www.audubonorg/
bird/iba/index.html, or contad Pam
Hunt, NH IBA Program
Coordinator, Audubon Society of
New Hampshire at 603-224-9909
(ext. 328), or
phurt@nhaudubonorg or contact
Ellen Snyder, Biodiversity
Spedalist, UNH Cooperative
Extension at 603-862-4277 @ e-
mal at ellen.snyder@unhedu.

This article was prepared by Pam
Hunt and appears with the
permisson d the author.

Swan Lee GMCG' sregular
Watershed Birder columnist, is an
avid birder and alongtime resident
of the Ossipee Watershed. Shae
bird sightings or comnents with
her by email at :
leggulll@earthlink.net.
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West Ossipee
Charrette Report

By DAVID LITTLE
The recently released West

Osspee2020Visioning Charr ette
Report documents plans for
developing the West Osdpee aeg
including five funded
transportation projeds beginning
in 2003.The report contains much
to be optimistic éou. But the
West OsdpeeTask Force has more
work to do lefore plans adequately
addressenvironmental concerns
for the aea

On the positive side, we can be
encouraged that an gpen, pubic,
inclusive planning processis going
on kefore @nstruction begins. The
medings have been well
pubicized and well attended.
Environmentali sts will be
encouraged that the top three
prioriti es, as voted by charrette
participants were:
- Transportation center with

park-n-ride

Biketrails

Landscape eology/

preservation

However, staff from the state
Department of Environmental
Services attended the Charrette
and dfered specific comments
abou water supdy, wetland
protedion and septic system
requirements, included in the
report Appendix. Theissues DES
raised are not addressed in the Six
Phase Implementation Plan.

Water Suppy and
GroundWater Protedion

WATERSHED ACTIVISM

“1 am only one, but still 1 am one. | cannot do everything, but still | can do something.”

DES states: 2West Osspeeis
likely to require acommunity water
supdy system.® Further, it is
aadvisable to consider some level of
protedion for the larger aquifer
recharge aeato insurelong-term
quality andyield o the aquifer.°
Plans for acquiring land for water
supdy, a4,000foat wellhead
protedion area and funds for
constructing the water system are nat
included.

Wetlands, Shaeland Protedion
and S$orm Water Management

DES Wetlands daff suggest that
any planned development concentrate
onthe eat side of Route 16. Yet,
Phase 6 o the plan says, @Develop
retail and howsing parcds onwest
sideof NH 16...°

Sulsurface (Septic) Systems

Concerning septic systems, DES
says. @additional land may haveto be
seaured in order to meet land density
isaues for disposal of wastewater.°
Further, avithout controlling this
property, the design of the
wastewater disposal systemsto
suppat the use of development
within this areamay be very difficult,
if not imposgble.® Plansfor
aqquiring land and funds for
constructing the needed septic system
arenct included.

The propasal for aroundabou at
the Route 16/25 intersedion has
gained considerable readion. The
plans need to accommodate
businesses that will be diredly
aff ected. But we shoudn't saaifice
or delay the dhance for cleaner air,
which the redesign will provide.

Edward Eveett Hale

Thereisanatural conflict
between local traffic and through
traffic uses of Route 16. Pladng a
dense, attractive, walkable vill age
development right on Route 16
will creae Conway-style
congestion. The planning process
has gathered input from the
businesses and residents in West
Osdgpee bu the planswill also
impad Madison, Tamworth and
all the tourists, vacdioners and
truck traffic trapped onRoute 16.
Congestion mitigation dans and
air quality mitigation programs
for the increased traffic need to be
included in any propacsal. The
planning processneedsto be
expanded to include regional
inpu abou traffic concerns.

West Osdpeesits atop a
primary recharge aeafor the
largest and deepest stratified drift
aquifer in New Hampshire.
Primary recharge aeas are
vulnerable to easy contamination.
Land wse and pdentia
contamination sources need to be
evaluated carefully. Additional
development here may be
attradive because of existing
roads, but thisisnot an optimal
development location from a
natural resource protedion
perspedive.

Alternative sites for dense
vill age devel opment should be
considered and the aosts as
oppcsed to the environmental
benefits sroud be weighed
thoughtfully.

David Little is a member of the
Green Mourtain Conservation
Group and aseasond resident of
Tamworth.
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Calenda

SATURDAY, JANUARY 25, THE GREEN MOUNTAIN CONSERVATION GROUP will cdebrateits 5th Annual
Meding. A short business meding will be followed by a potluck supper. The keynote addresswill be
given by New Hampshire's noted Bladk Bear biologist, Ben Kilham. (Seestory Page 1) at RunnellsHall,
off Route 16in Chocorua, 69 pm.

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 13, THE GREEN MOUNTAIN CONSERVATION GROUP will host aWater Quality
meding to discussthe 2002 plot yea of GMCG's water quality monitoring program. Bob Craycraft and
Michelle Daley, bah of University of New Hampshire Cooperative Extension, will present
interpretations of the 2002 water sampling data. Discusgonwill also include the upcoming
maaoinvertebrate and water quality monitoring programs. Runrells Hall, Chocorua,7to 9 pm.
Refreshments will be served.

THURSDAY, MARCH 27. THE OsSIPEE CONSERVATION CoMMI SSON will haost a dli de presentation by
Kathy Gregg from the Elaine Conna's Center for Wildlife in Madison onrehabilit ating injured and baby
animals. Therewill be aquestion and answer session foll owing the presentation. OsspeePublic Library,
Center Osgpee7 to 9 pm. Refreshmentswill be served.

MARCH (DATE AND LOCATION PENDING), THE GREEN MOUNTAIN CONSERVATION GROUP and BROAD
BAY ALLIANCE will sporsor an informative sli de presentation abou the globally rare pondshore
communities on OsgpeelLake. Lionel Chute and Dan Sperduto from the New Hampshire Heritage
Inventory at the New Hampshire Department of Resources and Econamic Development will discuss
what a pondshore ammmunity is and explain the unique nature of the OsspeelL ake pondhore

communiti es. Jeff Lougee from the New Hampshire dhapter of The Nature Conservancy will also present

Your Membership Will Make a Difference

Please Join Today!

(Please make chedks payable to Green Mountain Conservation Group
P.O. box 95, Soth Effinghan, New Hampshire 03882

Raindrop___ $D Pudde $15 Vernal Pool___ $5 Stream D River $75
(student membership) Pond $100 Lake $2%H  Aquifer $500 Other

NAME

ADDRESS

PHONE E-Mail

Alternate Address




GMCG
P.O. Box 95
South Effingham, NH
03832
(603) 539-1859
www.gmcg.org

Dealline for Spring
Newsletter is March 21.

morning comes
and so we do move
into the longer days

ead morning stretching with extra minutes
ead ray of sun
with an extrainfusion

| fed it

it warms my face

and meltsthe old dark places
in my heat

no more aspacefor pain
it runs off like snow melt
tumbling over bouldersin the spring

winter is here

and so it begins this day

it begins

with abit more light than yesterday
who would ever imagineit?

for within the intricate design

of the sun and eath and seasons
there isimplanted aready

the esenceof hope

seads dowait within the eath

as do the newborns of spring
within their wombs

not just the ideaof spring and birth
andlife

but the eseenceof life.

Winter is here.
Itisitsowntime.....

Embraceit!
kmr 12-22-02
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EVERY PERSON CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE AND EACH PERSON SHOULD TRY.
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