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 NEWSLETTER 

 In a money-saving effort to preserve Free-
dom’s rural character and to protect some of it’s 
open space from development, the Freedom Board 
of Selectmen, the Freedom Conservation          
Commission, the Friends of Trout Pond, the Green 
Mountain Conservation Group and the Trust for 
Public Land are asking Freedom voters to approve a 
$100,000 conservation warrant article.  The money 
will be used to permanently protect 2,653.5 acres.  
As a result, for just $0.24 per $1,000 assessed 
valuation, Freedom will protect the aquifer and our 
drinking water, retard growth of traffic congestion, 
enhance the corridor of lands for wildlife, and    
preserve open space. 
 Freedom is joining 29 other towns in New 
Hampshire who are considering or proposing       
initiatives totaling $23,614,000 in 2005 to save 
open space, as reported by Dijit Taylor (Center for 
Land Conservation Assistance)  in her chat with 
folks at Freedom’s Town Hall last Saturday.  She 
reports that New Hampshire is the fastest growing 
state in New England over the past four decades.  
This is translating into the consumption of 15,000 
acres per year to house and service more permanent 
residents (expected to grow another 20% over the 
next twenty years).   
 What might this mean to Freedom?  Dijit 
Taylor sites a study by the Squam Lakes             
Association that looked at tax bills on median value 
homes.  The study included 234 towns in the state, 
and found that on average, taxes are higher in towns 
with: 1.) more taxable property; 2.) more residents; 
and 3.) more commercial and industrial develop-
ment.  It also found that taxes were lower in towns 
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 “The establishment of the Trout Pond Town Forest is key in order to maintain the rural character of    

Freedom for future generations.  The Trout Pond property will provide a wide array of benefits to 

the community such as open space, recreational opportunities, biological diversity, wildlife habitat, 

water quality, educational opportunities and economic return from sustainable forest management.”                 

Barry Keith, Forester and Former Selectman, Freedom. 

with 1.) more open space; 2.) higher proportion of 
vacation homes (however, keep in mind that vacation/
second homes can have a negative economic impact 
when they are converted to year round residences). 
 What about the income generated from       
development of residential properties?  Dijit Taylor 
points to a study completed by 13 New Hampshire 
communities who examined the cost for community 
services as compared to tax income.  Dividing the 
properties into three land use types; “open space,” 
“residential” and “combined commercial/industrial”, 
the study showed that 1.) open space pays more in 
taxes than the cost of the services it requires; 2.) in 12 
of the 13 towns, residential properties require more in 
services than they provide in tax income. 
 All studies aside, the Friends of Trout Pond 
have been working with professionals to determine 
what the numbers look like for Freedom.  While the  
results are still being verified, please keep in mind 
that within 20 years the Town Forest is expected to 
generate productive forest revenues.  Twenty years is 
not that far away.  With the protection of this open 
space for town forest, its comforting to know       
Freedom will have provided itself with some         
financial protection for the anticipated 20% growth 
over that same period of time.   
 The Friends of Trout Pond are expecting to 
publish their findings on the GMCG website as soon 
as they are completed.  Be sure to check it out.    

PS. Did you know that over 137  
(58.5%) New Hampshire towns have 
voted to allocate some or all of the use 
change tax to the conservation fund?  



  FRIENDS OF 

TROUT POND                       

Postal Patron 

Freedom NH 03836 

Non-Profit Organization 

U.S. Postage Paid 

Effingham, NH 

Permit No. 10 

P. O. Box 95,  Effingham,  NH  

P. O. Box 259, Freedom, NH 

Benefits of a town forest   Peter Pohl, Carroll County Forester, UNH Cooperative Extension   

There are numerous reasons to support the concept of towns owning land.  The urbanization movement around cities and towns 
is depleting nearby forested lands.  Although Carroll County is still very rural, one needs to only fast forward time 50 to 100 years, 
and try to envision what the landscape will look like.  Increased population, escalating land values, pres-
sures to subdivide, communication technology that permits our former urban population to live in rural 

area, will exacerbate the transformation of our rural landscape into a more suburbanized state.                                                                                                                           

  The strategic location of a publicly owned forest land will help to maintain  the  rural character of a 
town.  Also, valued as areas of ecological stability, town forests help to protect soil and provide clean air 

and water, while the public  gets  undeveloped space for recreation such as hiking, jogging, and skiing.  

These areas  can also serve as an important educational function by providing a location to demon-
strate responsible forest management practices including timber harvesting and planting, timber stand 
improvement and pruning as well as wildlife management practices.  Interpretive trails can be developed 

to increase the sense of awareness among students and the general public.  

Many towns in Carroll County are very active in managing their town forests.  In most instances, a 
licensed professional forester, guided by the detailed natural resource management  plan of this town 
property, falls under the responsibility of either the Conservation Commission or a Town Forest Committee.  Income generated 
from the management activities, generally offset the loss in property tax revenue, when the land is  no longer privately 
held . Establishing a town forest can help change a town from just a place to make a living, to a place in which to live, while at the 

same time strengthening the sense of community, by adding to the quality of community life. 

  Tuesday, March 8, 2005     We need your help! 
“Check your schedule, take the morning off” 

Freedom will vote on the Town Forest warrant article early at Town Meeting,  

which starts promptly at 9am.   It will be your only chance to cast your vote for the Town Forest. 

“The acquisition and conservation of this land is important, and financially a great deal for Freedom taxpay-

ers.  I really like the idea of this land being used for sustainable forestry, passive, low-impact recreation, and 

wildlife preservation for future generations of town citizens, area residents, and visitors.”                              

Beth Earle, Freedom resident & member of the Freedom Conservation Commission. 


